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SALLY: How are you? 
 
EMILY: [laughs] I’m tired because I ate too much mac n cheese  
 
SALLY: Again  
 
EMILY: There. I said it  
 
[both laugh] 
 
EMILY: I don’t just eat mac n cheese, for the record  
 
SALLY:  You could. That’d be fine  
 
EMILY: But the way I eat is sort of dictated by these weird cycles where I’ll get a food that I’m 
really into for a couple of months – I think I got this from my dad. My dad, for like three 
Christmases in a row would get a different food making implement 
 
SALLY: Oh boy  
 
EMILY: One time he got a blender. One time he got a waffle maker. Yeah, like a fancy hotel 
waffle maker where you flip it  
 
SALLY: Amazing 
 
EMILY: And he just, for the three months following Christmas, would be obsessed with 
perfecting  
 
SALLY: Waffles? 
 
EMILY: Yeah, new recipes. He made smoothies for a really long time  
 
SALLY: It makes sense that your dad would do smoothies  
 
EMILY: Yeah, that was just generally his smoothie phase. We had a couple of smoothie places 
open up near our house and he was constantly getting smoothies. It was a weird time in my life 
 
SALLY: Now he just gets 7-11 donuts  
 
EMILY: Yeah, he loves 7-11 donuts [laughs]. My dad’s gonna be 95 tottering on over to – he’ll 
move to a house directly next to a Maverick gas station  



 
SALLY: [laughing] And your poor nephew is gonna have to walk his grandfather to 7-
11[laughs] 
 
EMILY: [British accent] Do you want to go to the 7-11, granddad? 
 
SALLY: [British accent] Granddad? Grandfather? 
 
EMILY: I don’t know why my nephew has a  
 
SALLY: Eh. Fake British accent? 
 
EMILY: [laughing] British schoolboy’s accent? [accent] Granddad? 
 
SALLY: Granddad? 
 
EMILY: Do you need a Diet Dr. Peppa? 
 
SALLY: [whispers] oh my good. You’re nephew’s gonna be so cute bah bah bah bah [like 
squishing a baby noises, you know?] 
 
EMILY: Yeah I wish he’d be born already. Loser  
 
SALLY: Get it together  
 
EMILY: UGH 
 
SALLY: God. You need an entire 9 months? Underachiever  
 
[both laugh] 
 
EMILY: 9 whole months? What do you need this last month for? Fingernails and stuff? 
 
SALLY: It’s just a month of chillin’. This is the pre-life month  
 
EMILY: I guess I can’t complain too much. If someone was like, “You can have a month of zero 
obligations, just sleeping and eating.” I’d be like, “Yeah. I’m into that.” 
 
SALLY: Dope. Amazing  
 
EMILY: Fine, Gem. Okay. What is book news? [beats on the table when she says book news] 
 
SALLY: Okay. Book news this week – book news is slowly – not so slowly – rapidly turning 
into Sally’s Recommendation Hour  [laughs] so  
 
EMILY: Not a bad thing. You have great – you have impeccable taste unlike  



 
SALLY: That’s not true  
 
EMILY: Most everyone else in the world. I mean yeah, we did just talk about how we like Love, 
Actually. We have mediocre taste at best [laughs] 
 
SALLY: Yeah, I was about to say I have poor taste. I’ll admit it  
 
EMILY: I said we. We like the same things  
 
SALLY: So book news this week, it’s a little bit past. I think this happened in early April. But 
Samantha Irby, who is a writer and a comedian and a blogger – she runs the blog bitchesgottaeat, 
which is an incredible blog title  
 
EMILY: Sounds great  
 
SALLY: And she is – she writes essays. She’s an essayist? Is that even a word? Whatever  
 
EMILY: Sure why not? 
 
SALLY: Whatever. And she wrote this incredible book that my dear friend Brie sent to me. It’s 
called – what is it? – We Are Never Meeting in Real Life, I think? 
 
EMILY: Oh, I remember when you were reading this book. Okay  
 
SALLY: Yeah, and it killed. It’s so funny. She is – her first book which was published with an 
indie publisher has been re-published. Re-published with a more official publishing house. I 
think it’s like Harper or some  
 
EMILY: One of the big ones  
  
SALLY: One of the big’uns or something like that  
 
EMILY: One of the big five publishing houses that have monopolized the publishing industry  
 
SALLY: Yeah, exactly. Samantha Irby is hilarious. She’s a black, queer woman who has 
Crohn’s Disease, so she writes about that her wife and what it is like to live life with a chronic 
illness and in We Are Never Meeting in Real Life, which is the only one I’ve read, she wrote an 
essay about her cat that is more compelling than any heterosexual romance that I’ve ever read 
[laughs] 
 
EMILY: [laughs] Given that’s not hard to achieve most heterosexual romance is [claps with the 
syllables] so trash-y 
 
SALLY: [whispers] I know  
 



EMILY: I watched Avengers for the second time today and every time – what’s there names? – 
Wanda and Vision were on screen together I was, like, my eyes were rolling so far back in my 
head that I was seeing my skull…and it was more interesting than watching a 20 year old woman 
and a 55 year old man make out  
 
SALLY: The first time they were on screen and they went to kiss Elise and I both clutched each 
other and were like, “no!” [laughs] 
 
EMILY: [groaning] 
 
SALLY: NO! 
 
EMILY: [still groaning]  
 
SALLY: Ugh Avengers  
 
EMILY: He’s so oooold  
 
SALLY: And he’s – yeah 
 
EMILY: And they have no chemistry  
 
SALLY: None at all  
 
EMILY: Ugh – and I hate it when straight people kiss each other’s hands it’s like, “Come on.” 
 
SALLY: Oh I think hand kisses are sweet  
 
EMILY: I mean it’s fine. I just don’t want to see that shit, you know? 
 
SALLY: [laughs] Okay  
 
EMILY: I just don’t want to see [clapping with the syllables] an-y-thing 
 
SALLY: Yeah, I don’t know why superhero movies have to have romance at all. I’m not 
interested. Instead of having that romance I could have 20 more minutes of Rocket Racoon  
 
EMILY: Exactly  
 
SALLY: So like  
 
EMILY: The best character in the franchise  
 
SALLY: Yeah why do you think I want to watch people makeout when I could instead watch 
Rocket and Bukcy have more interactions  
 



EMILY: Or Thor  
 
SALLY: Or Thor. Oh my god  
 
EMILY: Anything with Thor. That entire sequence where he’s on the Guardian’s ship is  
 
SALLY: Incredible? 
 
EMILY: The best 7 minutes of dialogue that I’ve ever experienced  
 
SALLY: I know. When he’s like “Your father killed – or whatever – your father killed my 
brother.” And you’re expecting some drama and he’s like, “It’s all right all families have issues.” 
IT’S SO GOOD 
 
EMILY: He’s like, “Families can be tough” 
 
SALLY: “Families can be tough,” and then lists off all of his [laughs] 
 
EMILY: He at one point – this killed me. I was the only one laughing in the movie theater 
[laughs] – he says some word and Drax says, “That’s a made up word,” and Thor says, “All 
words are made up.” [laughing] Which first of all, is true, but also Thor coming in here like a 
philosophy major  
 
SALLY: It’s so good  
 
EMILY: [laughing] I died. Anyway. Super glad her book’s getting republished. She sounds 
awesome. I need to borrow that book from you. 
 
SALLY: It’s really funny. I haven’t laughed that hard in a really long time. The opening essay of 
We Are Never Meeting in Real Life is [laughs] her application for The Bachelorette  
 
EMILY: [wheezes] 
 
SALLY: It’s so funny. She’s really amazing and I’m obsessed with her, and I hope to read Meaty 
soon. Just the fact that her first book is called Meaty  
 
EMILY: Meaty? Like meat? 
 
SALLY: Yeah like meaty, and the cover’s a lil hedgehog  
 
EMILY: Oh my gooood 
 
SALLY: I’m really excited to read it  
 
EMILY: I love that  
 



SALLY: So that’s your weekly book news that’s like four weeks late 
 
EMILY: Nah. It’s excellent. Cool. Cool cool cool  
 
SALLY: [sings] Book neeeeewws, and also some Avengers opinions 
 
EMILY: Yeah, coming in hot. We’ll try not to get too much into that 
 
SALLY: Spoiler alert  
 
EMILY: People probably haven’t seen it. I mean all that stuff was in the trailer basically  
 
SALLY: Yeah, and then you just got a little sneak preak – yep um  
 
EMILY: Sneak preak [laughs]. Enjoy your sneak preak of the Avengers: Age of Ultron. Stop 
flipping me off  
 
SALLY: So rude  
 
EMILY: [laughs] 
 
SALLY: Gonna open this Diet Coke so the theme song can play  
 
EMILY: ‘kay  
 
[soda fizzing noise as a bottle opens] 
 
SALLY: Oooh  
 
[THEME SONG – “Tubthumping” by Chumbawama] 
 
EMILY: Okay. ‘kay. We are Everybody Hates Rand. That didn’t sound like a real sentence. I 
know it’s a title, but it didn’t sound  
 
SALLY: [laughing] We are everybody 
 
EMILY: Well first of all, we are everybody period. Hates Rand period.  
 
SALLY: Mm-hmm 
 
EMILY: Yep. Hate Rand? Hate – okay okay okay [blows out a breath]. It’s that mac n cheese 
 
SALLY: It’s making her craaaazy  
 
EMILY: Wellll I mean. I kind of already waaaaas, but I’m Emily Juchau  
 



SALLY: I’m Sal –  
 
EMILY: Local lunatic [laughing] 
 
SALLY: I did it again! I did it again. She’s not a local lunatic  
 
EMILY: I am  
 
SALLY: She’s  
 
EMILY: I’m a local cryptid  
 
SALLY: She is a suburban cryptid  
 
EMILY: Yeah I have very long legs so when you take blurry photos of me [laughing] it does 
look like  
 
SALLY: I also have – this is the first time I’ve seen Emily in 5 days [laughing] so she is a 
cryptid  
 
EMILY: Sally walked in and my head was newly shaved  
 
SALLY: I was like, “Who is this?” 
 
EMILY: In weird ways  
 
SALLY: She looks beautiful  
 
EMILY: Thanks  
 
SALLY: Beautiful cryptid 
 
EMILY: Okay. [laughing] Now introduce yourself  
 
SALLY: I’m sorry. I just get so excited  
 
EMILY: Just say, “I’m sorry instead of your name.” 
 
SALLY: I’m sorry  
 
EMILY: And I’m Sorry Goodger  
 
SALLY: I mean I am. That describes me pretty accurately. I am always sorry  
 
EMILY: [laughing] Stop that’s so sad!  
 



SALLY: [trying to sing Justin Bieber] I’m sorry. I’m singing a lot of songs. I’m Sally Goodger  
 
EMILY: What did you go with? What was that? 
 
SALLY: “Sorry” by Justin Bieber 
 
[pause] 
 
SALLY: [singing] too late now to say sorry  
 
EMILY: Okay. I thought that was what you were going for, but I couldn’t actually remember the 
tune of “Sorry” by Justin Bieber 
 
SALLY: I don’t think I sang the right tune anyway, so  
 
EMILY: Let’s move on  
 
SALLY: Okay. Welcome to your friendly neighborhood Wheel of Time podcast where we talk 
about the Wheel of Time and a lot of other stuff 
 
EMILY: [laughs] 
 
SALLY: [laughing] Spoiler alert – we play very fast and loose with the books of all books up 
until Book 14, which I have not read  
 
EMILY: Did you say the books of all books? 
 
SALLY: Probably. The books of all books. The events of all books 
 
EMILY: [weird book] The book of all books  
 
SALLY: [singing, yet again] It’s the great big book of everything with everything inside. See 
what lies behind it, the world is [breaks down laughing]. Emily’s playing an air guitar while I 
sing the fucking song from Stanley  
 
EMILY: Because I haven’t thought about Stanley in a millennia  
 
SALLY: Stanley was lit as hell  
 
EMILY: [laughs] O-kay  
 
SALLY: When I was sick from school I would stay home and watch Blue’s Clues and Stanley 
and it was awesome  
 
EMILY: My mom was in town last week and we got on the topic of childhood shows, and I said 
something like how all I really watched was Redwall and Dragon Tales on PBS, and my mom 



was like, “Oh. I could never get through an episode of Dragon Tales.” And I was like, “No one 
asked you to, Becky.” 
 
SALLY: Yeah. Leave me in front of the television, Rebecca  
 
EMILY: Yeah. I just stayed there contently watching my soaps 
 
SALLY: [snorts] 
 
EMILY: [laughs] 
 
SALLY: Redwall. My soaps  
 
EMILY: Redwall is a soap opera if I’m being honest  
 
SALLY: I need to watch it. We can watch that after we watch Avatar 
 
EMILY: And…god we have a lot of stuff to watch  
 
SALLY: We have a lot of stuff to watch. We still haven’t finished Orange is the New Black  
 
EMILY: We still haven’t finished Outlander  
 
SALLY: Oh, Christ. Okay, but we play very fast and loose with the events of all books up until 
Book 14, so you are uncomfortable with spoilers, maybe not the podcast for you. Spoiler alert. 
Blanket 
 
EMILY: There’s a whole other podcast named spoilers. That one is…wait that means? 
 
SALLY: That means there are spoilers. I think? 
 
EMILY: Yeah okay. That makes sense. Maybe you’re just lost in limbo. But okay in our defense 
the 14th book has been out for like several years so get with the program. Okay, anyway. We are 
back with our boys. I shouldn’t say back with because we’ve been with them. We are still with 
Mat and Rand. They have just arrived in Caemlyn. Literally. The narrative picks up with the 
dude saying, “We’re in Caemlyn,” and Rand’s like, “Sweet!” 
 
SALLY: Rand’s like, “HECK yeah.” 
 
EMILY: Rand’s like, “HECK yeah. Just a small town boy.” 
 
SALLY: Yeah  
 
[Both, singing badly]: born and raised in SOUTH Detroit  
 
EMILY: Yeah. He took the midnight train. He took the midnight  



 
SALLY: He took the midnight cart. He really did  
 
EMILY: Hay cart  
  
SALLY: He took the midnight cart going…to a very specific direction. Then he does meet a city 
girl. Elayne  
 
EMILY: What do you think Robert Jordan playlist was like? 
 
SALLY: Um? I don’t know  
 
EMILY: His writing playlist. I bet there was a lot of Led Zeppelin  
 
SALLY: Probably was a lot of Led Zeppelin.  
 
EMILY: First of all, little description of Caemlyn, which I shan’t bore you with. It’s a big city 
 
SALLY: Okay, but there is one very lovely line that I want to read. Everyone else might think 
it’s lame, but I think it’s pretty. He said, “A thousand stories had painted cities in his mind. The 
great cities of kings and queens, of thrones and powers and legends, and Caemlyn fit into those 
mind deep pictures as water fits into a jug.”  
 
EMILY: Caemlyn to me, not just like historically because Andor is very English, but Caemlyn 
gives off a very London vibe to me  
 
SALLY: Yeah 
 
EMILY: It’s just this really big sprawling city and it’s just…I don’t know. It’s been a while since 
I was in London, but  
 
SALLY: London’s got a sprawl to it. And this is also our first truly diverse city, where there’s a 
lot of different people from a lot of different places hanging out. Because it’s our first genuinely 
big city  
 
EMILY: Yeah, which is kind of fun because for most of the rest of the books Rand’s going to be 
based in cities, generally speaking. And lots of other characters. So we’re going to get to know 
lots of cities really well. Caemlyn is just the first of these  
 
SALLY: Yeah, and our description of Caemlyn is a very typical description of cities  
 
EMILY: It’s a big city, there’s walls, it’s kind of on a hill 
 
SALLY: It’s noisy  
 



EMILY: Yeah, the stuff is sort of interesting to know because we’ll be spending so much time in 
Caemlyn, but because it’s Robert Jordan he’s going to give us plentiful descriptions later on, so 
it’s not like you’re going to forget. But the only real important thing about Caemlyn’s geography 
is that there’s the inner city, which is typical. Jerusalem has this, the old city and the new city. 
The more urban centers as the population grows just builds around the old one, so that’s pretty 
standard. Anyway, this farmer drops them off. He recommends that Rand gets rid of his dad’s 
sword. Rand, of course, is really obsessed with the patriarchy so he won’t   
 
SALLY: Mm-hmm because it belonged to his father  
 
EMILY: Yeah, and I am a big fan of Tam but the whole “won’t let go of my sword even though 
commonsensically it is the most commonsensical thing to do 
 
SALLY: You could of – here’s the thing. Instead of – you could have just left it in the Two 
Rivers and used a different fucking sword  
 
EMILY: I know, and it’s kind of annoying that he knows – he remains ignorant, although he’s 
been on the road for so long. He’s like, “Wow, people keep reacting to this heron marked 
sword,” and that should be giving you a clue that this is always going to draw attention. Even in 
the rural places it got people to notice you  
 
SALLY: But as Mat established earlier: the thickest head in the Two Rivers  
 
EMILY: Yeah, truly  
 
SALLY: [laughs] 
 
EMILY: Read his obituary  
 
SALLY: Rand is like, “I can’t believe people are still looking at my sword.” 
 
EMILY: Rand’s like, “I can’t believe people look at me, a tall ginger with a giant fucking 
sword.” 
 
SALLY: That’s got a bird on it  
 
EMILY: He’s like, “Mat’s so conspicuous.” And I’m like, “Mat just looks like a transient 
person.” 
 
SALLY: Mat is just looking –  
 
EMILY: Cities? He’s a total…  
 
SALLY: Mat blends into the walls basically  
 
EMILY: Yeah. If I saw him in New York City I’d be like, yeah, he 



 
SALLY: He lives here  
 
EMILY: He probably pissed on the subway. Fine  
 
SALLY: Gross 
 
EMILY: Whatever  
 
SALLY: Disgusting 
 
EMILY: I mean, they do have – once they get dropped off it’s kind of like, “Ugh. What now?” 
 
SALLY: [laughs] 
 
EMILY: [laughs] “What do we do?” And Mat kind of has a little existential breakdown, where 
he’s being very – I don’t know. This reminds me of…Mat’s mental health is really bad here and 
it’s kind of hard to remember that it’s still valid that it’s bad mental health even though it’s 
coming from an external source if that make sense  
 
SALLY: Yeah, absolutely  
 
EMILY: So Mat becomes way more sympathetic here when you start thinking about the fact that 
he’s living in the middle of a panic attack constantly, which is a horrifying sensation. Of course 
he’s totally freaked out and totally paranoid and totally depressed, which is why when they do 
get to the – I keep wanting to call it the hotel – when they do get to the inn he just lays down on 
the bed and doesn’t want to eat, doesn’t want to sleep. Just wants to lay there. Those are 
symptoms of depression. That’s fine. And Rand doesn’t do a great job of… monitoring that shall 
we say? [sighs] Rand  
 
SALLY:  Rand, for how much Rand was willing – they were willing to take care of each other 
on the road – they get to Caemlyn and Rand is fed up with Mat and I’m like –  
 
EMILY: Yeah, Rand does have a line here where he really desperately wants to be with other 
people, so he can not be alone with Mat. And that also is kind of understandable. When you’re 
with someone who has really bad mental health, it can be really exhausting to take care of them, 
so that’s understandable. But it’s also, like, in context of the narrative you’re like, “Uuuhh Rand, 
look in front of you.” 
 
SALLY: Yeah 
 
EMILY: You’re so desperate for him to realize, and he just won’t 
 
SALLY: Yeah, it’s a super bummer. And it’s one of those…that’s such an interesting 
relationship. This is one of the things that, though it’s such a sprawling series, a lot of the times 
stuff like this is pushed aside in the plot. It would be so interesting to – not to use this stupid 



word – but to unpack it a little bit more. Rand’s relationship and exhaustion to Mat in this 
moment. I would just love more of that and less description of Caemlyn  
 
EMILY: Yeah, now we have to get…almost immediately they’re like, “Oh, we have to go to this 
inn that Thom recommended.” So we kind of skip over what they’re feeling and what Rand is 
internalizing in favor of him kind of giving us some needed context about what’s going on in the 
city. Which is basically that there’s a lot of tension that Rand and Mat don’t really understand. 
There’s people walking around with sort of swords – their swords are wrapped in different 
colors. There’s red and white, and we don’t know what allegiances those symbolize yet, but 
Rand sort of impulsively decides to buy some red ribbon because it’s cheaper  
 
SALLY: Because it’s cheaper  
 
EMILY: Because it’s cheaper which is hashtag so relatable [laughs]  
 
SALLY: I guess I’ll make my political decisions based off money  
 
EMILY: HonestLY? 
 
SALLY: [laughs] I’m too poor to be a Republican [laughs] 
 
EMILY: We’re all too poor to be a Rebublican that’s the point  
 
SALLY: That is the point. Literally [laughs]. Okay anyway. Rand: also too poor to be a 
Republican. No –  
 
EMILY: Yeah I don’t know  
 
SALLY: No we’re not gonna do this  
 
EMILY: Yeah okay we’re not going to equate  
 
SALLY: We’re not going to equate political parties  
 
EMILY: Yeah we’ll find out a little later, and you might be able to pick up on it even without 
Rand telling you explicitly, but the red ribbon with the white wrapping sort of symbolizes 
allegiance to the queen. The white is sort of like an indication that these are the people that are 
kind of sick of Morgase and think that she’s running Andor into the ground somehow. And I 
think that’s sort of correlated to how we’re in the bad times, you know? As the world is sort of 
edging toward the precipice, of course, the common folk tend to blame the aristocrats who are in 
power. You know, French Revolution style 
 
SALLY: What a fun time  
 
EMILY: Yeah what a [weird voice] super fun time. But I don’t know that that comes up any time 
in the series besides this book  



 
SALLY: I don’t think so  
 
EMILY: Sort of immediately after this, the next time we’re in Caemlyn, is when Morgase is 
already under Rahvin’s control. So it’s like  
 
SALLY: Some other stuff is already happening  
 
EMILY: Yeah we don’t really see the result of this tension. Whether it ever breaks or if everyone 
just kind of agrees  
 
SALLY: In true Robert Jordan fashion [laughs] that subplot just disappears  
 
EMILY: That plot just disappears! Who cares? 
 
SALLY: [laughing] 
 
EMILY: We’re gonna spend pages talking about it, but then it’s irrelevant. Shocking  
 
SALLY: Then it just goes away. What a weirdo [laughs] 
 
EMILY: Yeah so Rand choosing red, coupled with the fact that he’s going to an inn called The 
Queen’s Blessing, which ostensibly is full of loyal queensmen, is going to possibly lead to some 
problems for him. And also some not problems for him because then he’s going to meet Morgase 
and it’s pretty lucky for him that he is not wearing white. That would suck. He’d be in jail. Well? 
 
SALLY: Well? Would that suck? 
 
EMILY: Not for me  
 
SALLY: Not for me  
 
EMILY: Hopefully then the point of view would hop to someone else. Nynaeve  
 
SALLY: [whispers] Amazing  
 
EMILY: Anyway. They get to the inn. It has all the markers of being a good inn. Maids are 
happy  
 
SALLY: Maids are happy  
 
EMILY: It is clean. People are sober  
 
SALLY: Innkeeper is fat  
 
EMILY: Innkeeper is a burly guy 



 
SALLY: Loving his food 
 
EMILY: Love. Him 
 
SALLY: Love his drink. He’s a good guy  
 
EMILY: He’s a sweetie. They talk to him. [laughs] Like the fifth word out of Rand’s mouth is 
“Thom Merrilin” and he’s like [makes a sound like she’s been punched] 
 
SALLY: He’s like, “Oooooh buddy.” 
 
EMILY: He’s like [weird voice] “Aw snap.” 
 
SALLY: Ah beans! 
 
EMILY: “Come talk to me in the backyard about my good friend Thom Merrilin.” 
 
SALLY: Which is, like, he’s a nice guy but if someone was like, “Come to the back room and 
talk to me about Thom Merrilin,” I’d be like  
 
EMILY: I’d be like, “This is where I’m gonna die?” 
 
SALLY: “I guess I’m gonna die. Thom has some enemies.” 
 
[both laugh] 
 
EMILY: Thom’s like, “ Go to this inn. I promise they’ll be okay to you.” 
 
SALLY: [laughs] Thom’s gonna troll them  
 
EMILY: They’re like, “Where’s my fucking money from Thom? I’m gonna mug you to get my 
money.” 
 
SALLY: Imagine Thom sending Mat and Rand posthumously to cover his debts [laughs] like in 
Pirates of the Caribbean 2  
 
EMILY: Fake his – what Thom actually did was fake his own death and then send Rand and Mat 
to get the loan sharks off his back 
 
SALLY: Amazing 
 
EMILY: Oh my god he’s such a con artist  
 
SALLY: What a legend  
 



EMILY: I love him  
 
SALLY: Anyway  
 
EMILY: [laughs] 
 
SALLY: Basel Gill’s like, “Yeah I know Thom.” 
 
EMILY: Rand’s like, “RIP” and Gills like, “Mmm don’t believe it.” Which is Robert Jordan 
being like [nasally voice], “You shouldn’t either.” “I’ll believe he’s dead when I see his corpse.” 
Imagine saying that about a real person. 
 
SALLY: Right? 
 
EMILY: I know we say that about characters all the time like tv shows  
 
SALLY: Yeah. I gotta see the body Game of Thrones style  
 
EMILY: Yeah Game of Thrones show me the body  
 
SALLY: But image being like, “Ah yeah when I see Thom’s rotting corpse then I’ll be he’s 
dead.” 
 
EMILY: “I’ll believe he’s dead when he’s really…” 
 
SALLY: Just nasty  
 
EMILY: “When he’s in front of me rotting.” Ew 
 
SALLY: Gross 
 
EMILY: Okay gross. But they sort of give Gill the low down on what’s going on with them, that 
they’re in some trouble. Rand, in true polite farm boy fashion, is trying to warn him of the 
danger without giving too many details that won’t be believed really. Which, to me, is relatable  
 
SALLY: Yeah  
 
EMILY: Oh, yeah. Here they also get the non Sparknotes version of Thom’s sordid affair in 
Caemlyn [laughs] 
 
SALLY: He wrote it down  
 
EMILY: Yeah not only did he have a crazy nephew, he also was fucking the queen  
 
SALLY: OOOOOH 
 



EMILY: OOH 
 
SALLY: The plot thickens!  
 
EMILY: The plot thickens! Just like – never mind  
 
SALLY: Just like his dick  
 
EMILY: Stop! No! 
 
SALLY: That’s where she was going. I literally thought the same thing but I was like, “I’m 
gonna behave and not say that on our podcast.” Emily Juchau on the other hand  
 
EMILY: Yeah I don’t believe in behaving  
 
SALLY: Oooh  
 
EMILY: Ew. I hated that 
 
SALLY: [laughs] 
 
EMILY: I hated saying that  
 
SALLY: [laughing] 
 
EMILY: I don’t like this  
 
SALLY: Anyway: Thom was totally banging the queen 
 
EMILY: Yeah and there’s still a warrant out on him for it basically. Because he ditched her 
without…I don’t know saying goodbye. It’s pretty funny  
 
SALLY: It’s pretty drama honestly  
 
EMILY: Morgase was like, “My boyfriend left without leaving a note. Kill him.” So  
 
SALLY: I mean Thom basically broke up – he didn’t even break up with her. He didn’t even 
leave a goodbye text. He just left to go take care of his crazy nephew  
 
EMILY: I know he didn’t even break up with her via text. He just ghosted. Literally  
 
SALLY: He just ghosted  
 
EMILY: Because now he’s dead  
 
SALLY: Like a true scrub. Heh!  



 
EMILY: Heh!  
 
SALLY: Lmao. Rahahah. Anyway it’s super hilarious and dramatic  
 
EMILY: I know. I’m sad we don’t get more of Rand’s reaction to that. Or either of their 
reactions. I feel like if Mat would have been in his right mind he would have been  
 
SALLY: Mat would have died  
 
EMILY: [laughing] literally like [high pitch] “What the fuck? Are you serious?” 
 
SALLY: It’s so funny  
 
EMILY: Oh god  
 
SALLY: The fact that Morgase sends her entire queensguard basically to go capture her ex-
boyfriend  
 
EMILY: I know. She’s like, “Go get that wily bastard.” 
 
SALLY: And Gareth Bryne is like 
 
EMILY: They’re like, “He’s slippery like a fox, ma’am. We can’t get him.” 
 
SALLY: [giggling] “We can’t catch him. I, Gareth Bryne, can win wars but I cannot catch one 
man.” [laughs] 
 
EMILY: Oh, oh also in this chapter, before I flip the page, Gill asks them if they’re involved 
with the Aes Sedai. He’s asking them if they can channel, but also Rand’s like, “Oh, we 
wouldn’t be involved with the Aes Sedai except that they’re literally helping us.” And Mat says, 
“For all I care, the ravens can take every Aes Sedai straight to Shayol Ghul.” And Gill berates 
him, but that is hella foreshadowing, and Mat is going to eat his words because if the ravens 
symbolize the Seanchan, Mat’s going to spend a large portion of the later plots of the series 
rescuing Aes Sedai from the Seanchan. So  
 
SALLY: Hey hey  
 
EMILY: Hey my boy. You good, good boy  
 
SALLY: Yeah Mat speaks a lot of his own truths into reality  
 
EMILY: I know  
 
SALLY: ‘Battles interest me’ 
 



EMILY: Battles interest me. For all I care, Aes Sedai can die. And then he sees an Aes Sedai 
who’s going to be imprisoned for life and he’s like, “Nevermind.” 
 
SALLY: “I gotta save her.” 
 
EMILY: “I was being dramatic.”  
 
SALLY: [laughs] “Dramatic? Me?” 
 
EMILY: [laughs] “Me? Matrim Drama Cauthon” 
 
SALLY: True  
 
EMILY: That’s his middle name. Anyway, then they kind of give Gill more of the low down. 
And he’s basically like, “Meh, whatever. Don’t really care.”  
 
SALLY: “Go upstairs and sleep in my attic.” 
 
EMILY: He’s like, “You can stay here and have food for free,” which is, like, the nicest thing 
anyone has done for anyone? So, Gill is the true hero of this 
 
SALLY: Truly. He’s a good boy  
 
EMILY: What a sweetie  
 
SALLY: [whispers] I know. I’m so happy he comes back  
 
EMILY: I know. He does come back  
 
SALLY: Does he save Morgase’s plotline? 
 
EMILY: No 
 
SALLY: I mean, like, does he make it at least bearable? Is what I’m trying to say  
 
EMILY: He’s very sweet throughout all of her plotline. He’s just, like, a good boy in the 
background. As is the bouncer. There’s like the bouncer –  
 
SALLY: [laughs]  
 
EMILY: – yeah, he’s part of it too.  
 
SALLY: Amazing  
 
EMILY: Lamgwin?  
 



SALLY: [laughs] Lame-gwin. You’re a lame gwin  
 
EMILY: Okay  
 
SALLY: [laughs] 
 
EMILY: I deserved that  
 
SALLY: Yeah. Obliterated  
 
EMILY: [laughs] Yeah, but this sleepy eyed bouncer who kind of hangs out around there, who 
Rand doesn’t know anything about him except that he is a big fan of Morgase, and that he’s 
quick on his feet. But he comes back. And he’s also a nice guy, I guess  
 
SALLY: If my epithet was sleepy eyed bouncer I’d be so happy  
 
EMILY: I think that is my epithet [laughs]. I’m very sleepy eyed  
 
SALLY: She’d be a great bouncer  
 
EMILY: I would  
 
SALLY: I’d be afraid of you  
 
EMILY: Aww, thanks. I think? 
 
SALLY: Mmhmm. It’s a compliment! 
 
EMILY: Okay. Um, anyway. Gill comes back. Good boy 
 
SALLY: Gill. His name’s Basel 
 
EMILY: I know. Basel Gill. Anyway, they go to their room. Mat takes up post, and then Rand 
comes back downstairs, and goes to the library. And first of all –  
 
SALLY: Like a nerd  
 
EMILY: Yep 
 
SALLY: [laughs] 
 
EMILY: Don’t even get me started. I would also  
 
SALLY: I mean I would too  
 



EMILY: It’s actually very sweet. He goes into the library and is like, “So many books!” and like 
has a little nerdgasm, because he loves books! 
 
SALLY: He just likes reading  
 
EMILY: I know, and this is, like, this one paragraph where he reacts to the presence of all these 
books really places this world in comparison to ours, in terms of timeline. This tells you it’s 
basically just after the invention of the printing press. Recent enough that books still aren’t 
common among rural folks 
 
SALLY: Yeah, and let’s talk about the fact that Basel Gill just has a 400 book library in his inn 
 
EMILY: I know! Is he rich? 
 
SALLY: He’s fucking loaded? 
 
EMILY: Who knows? What’s the deal? 
 
SALLY: That’s the question. Basel Gill, my dream man  
 
EMILY: Or maybe it’s just that books are more common in urban centers  
 
SALLY: Yeah that makes sense  
 
EMILY: And Rand is just like  
 
SALLY: Rand, but a humble farmer. Humble, idiot farmer  
 
EMILY: I know. Anyway, then: Loial. [BELLOWS]. UGH LOIAL. My good, good boy  
 
SALLY: [crying noises] He’s such a good boy  
 
EMILY: I know 
 
SALLY: [whispers] God dammit  
 
EMILY: How do we even talk about him? Well, first Rand thinks he’s a Trolloc and freaks out, 
which is rude  
 
SALLY: I mean how do you see Loial and think anything other than ‘this is my best boy.’ 
 
EMILY: Yeah, he’s a big boy. He doesn’t look human, but that’s okay. Although, my favorite – 
this is a scene where I very much like Rand  
 
SALLY: I know  
 



EMILY: He’s very concerned with being polite  
 
SALLY: I know! He, like, bows randomly  
  
EMILY: He’s gonna say, “I thought you were a Trolloc,” and then is like, “No, too rude.” Then 
is gonna ask, “What are you? No, too rude,” and then is like [trembling voice], “Handshake? My 
name is Rand al’Thor?” 
 
SALLY: So cute  
 
EMILY: And then Loial is like, “Hi, Rand al’Thor! I love you. My new best friend.” 
 
SALLY: “Your name sings in my ears.” 
 
EMILY: Oh, I knooow. He’s so good  
 
SALLY: He’s so. damn. cute.  
 
EMILY: UGH. Love them  
 
SALLY: I’m interested in Loial because if we, as we have done, compare this book very much to 
Lord of the Rings, Loial is kind of our Treebeard figure 
 
EMILY: Yeah our Ent  
 
SALLY: Yeah our Ent. The Ogier – he always talks about being hasty and that’s Treebeard’s 
thing 
 
EMILY: And they have a lot of – they’re related to trees  
 
SALLY: They’re related to trees, they live these long lives, they have a sort of different 
connection with the world, especially these specific spaces  
 
EMILY: Yeah they have a more collective memory going on here 
 
SALLY: But that’s kind of where it – they have those similarities, but they’re also inverse where 
Treebeard’s whole thing is that you have to pull him into the battle, where Loial’s entire thing is 
that he has gone Outside  
 
EMILY: Yeah Loial is our young runaway who Rand kind of pries this information out of him. 
That Loial is only 90 years old, which I guess in Ogier terms is like 17  
 
SALLY: Yeah he’s a baby  
 
EMILY: He’s a sweet, sweet teen  
 



SALLY: Who just fled the coop  
 
EMILY: Who just ran away to see the world, which is so endearing. I love Loial?  
 
SALLY: Loial is so cute. He just wants to go out and he’s like, “They were meeting for too long 
[whispers] so I just ran away.”  
 
EMILY: He’s like, “By the time they were finished meeting I’d be old enough. So I was like, 
‘goodbye.’” And I was like, “Oh my god I love him.” Wait until you get to the part of the series 
where Loial’s mom comes after him  
 
SALLY: Oh. My god 
 
EMILY: [whispers] It’s iconic  
 
SALLY: I can’t believe I get to meet Loial’s mom  
 
EMILY: [laughs] You get to meet: Loial’s mom, you get to meet his wife, his lady who will 
become his wife 
 
SALLY: I can’t believe Loial gets married!! 
 
EMILY: I know! She’s super cute  
 
SALLY: [crying noises] Only the best for my boy  
 
EMILY: I know. God 
 
SALLY: Anyway, Loial’s super cute and really nice and big  
 
EMILY: And he gives us a lot of information that we need here about Ogier culture for one 
thing, but he mentions the groves, which we’re gonna need in a few chapters when we get to 
traveling the ways. It’s good that he gives us some context here. He mentions that there’s one in 
Manetheren, which is gonna tell us how the Trollocs got there, and that there’s one here in 
Caemlyn  
 
SALLY: Which they will use in like 3 chapters  
 
EMILY: Yep. And he gives the sort of – it’s incredible. We’re 550 pages in and I think this is the 
first concise world building paragraph. “Of course we believe the Wheel of Time weaves the 
pattern of the ages and lives are the threads it weaves. No one can tell how the thread of his own 
life will be woven into the Pattern, or how the thread of a people will be woven.” Like? 
 
SALLY: Boom diggity  
 



EMILY: Wouldn’t it have been nice to know the basis for this world’s [laughing] religious 
beliefs way back when? It’s fine we pieced it together at least 
 
SALLY: We did it together. Immersive fantasy making us put the pieces together  
 
EMILY: That is kind of a hallmark of immersive fantasy, I think. Real late in the game you get 
the actual thesis statement  
 
SALLY: Yeah, it’s like by the time you’ve figured it out they’re like – yeah, it’s like a badly 
written paper. You get to the conclusion and – I mean it’s not badly written. I think – I really like 
the process of putting things together. It’s a process that I enjoy  
 
EMILY: Yeah I don’t mind it at all. And yeah, it is kind of nice to get this paragraph here where 
you’re like, “Oh, I’m right.” It’s like seeing the final picture  
 
SALLY: Yeah. Yeah. It’s just really funny because you get to the point where you know and 
they’re like, “Oh, this is it.” And you’re like, “Yeah, bitch. ‘Kay?”  
 
EMILY: Yeah I got it 
 
SALLY: I got it, Loial  
 
EMILY: I’m there already  
 
SALLY: Catch up. Just kidding you’re perfect and I love you  
 
EMILY: [laughs] Yeah. I know. Sweet baby. Loial mistakes Rand for an Aielman, which is not 
the first time this is going to happen, and is also foreshadowing, duh  
 
SALLY: Yeah  
 
EMILY: Rand’s like, “Me? The village idiot? And Aielman? Never.” 
 
SALLY: “An Aielman?” Yes. You stupid dingus  
 
EMILY: You stupid hoe [laughs] 
 
SALLY: He’s so dumb. Every time people are like, “You’re different.” He’s like, “No, not I.” 
  
EMILY: He’s like, “Me?” It’s like Rand looks in the mirror and just sees a nondescript dark 
haired, dark eyed boy 
 
SALLY: And I’m like, “You are none of those things.”  
 
EMILY: What happened? 
 



SALLY: Maybe he can’t see the mirror. Maybe he’s too tall  
 
[both laugh]  
 
EMILY: He’s like, “From the chin down I look normal.” 
 
SALLY: [laughs] 
 
EMILY: “I seem like everyone else.” Finally Mat gets behind the mirror and tilts slightly and 
Rand’s like, “AH!” 
 
SALLY: No he kicks Rand in the back of the knees so he falls down [laughs] 
 
EMILY: “Who is that?! Who is that? What are thoooose?” 
 
SALLY: It’s like a dog when they see themselves in the mirror for the first time  
 
EMILY: Just freezes  
 
SALLY: There’s two of them [laughs] 
 
EMILY: [laughing] Oh my god. “What happened? I’ve looked like this the whole time?”  
 
SALLY: Yeah  
 
EMILY: Yeah. We’ve been telling you, dingus  
 
SALLY: Mat’s like, “Really inconceivable, but yes.” 
 
EMILY: Okay. Anyway, this is another hallmark of immersive fantasy, Rand finally meets the 
person who he cannot withhold the story from. You always meet someone that you automatically 
trust and then you tell them the whole story, which is fine, I guess. I’ve met people who, 30 
seconds after meeting them, I’m like, “I would tell you my life story.” 
 
SALLY: About 5 days after Emily and I met [laughing], I sobbed uncontrollably on her shoulder 
in the kitchen – no in the living room of our flat in London  
 
EMILY: That wasn’t 5 days after we met  
 
SALLY: Okay, it was like 2 weeks after we met. 3 weeks after we met  
 
EMILY: Yeah, but that was fine 
 
SALLY: Was it? [laughs] I’m surprised Emily still talks to me [laughs]. That was fine. I mean I 
continue to do that on the regular  
 



EMILY: No, not really 
 
SALLY: Anyway 
 
EMILY: And I continue to not show emotion  
 
SALLY: Emily is my Loial. I would tell Loial everything. How could you not? 
 
EMILY: I know. He’s just so sweet  
 
SALLY: You couldn’t look at him and be like, “He’s deceiving me.”  
 
EMILY: But as cliché as this is, I think it’s an important processing moment for every 
protagonist. It kind of gives us a moment to remember, be told again, “Oh, here’s everything that 
they’ve been through, and actually it’s a lot.”  
 
SALLY: Yeah, and also – again, this is slightly off topic. Again – surprise. A big thing – I don’t 
know if it’s so much a thing anymore, but when I was doing my research for my thesis and 
studying a lot of trauma and how that is reacted to, a big thing in the therapeutic treatment of 
trauma is narrative therapy and how important it is for people to be able to piece together their 
own story. The idea is that once you – so it’s a mixed bag, lots of things going on, but once you 
are kind of able to piece together your own story, you are kind of able to move on from it. Which 
is of course difficult because trauma is inherently hard to narrativize and as soon as you put a 
narrative to it, it’s almost like you’ve disconnected from the actual event of the trauma itself. So 
very interesting, but a very significant moment of healing is the ability to tell a story and be like, 
“This is what happened to me,” and verbalize it. So it is a very significant thing for a protagonist 
to be like, “This is what has happened to me,” and tell it for themselves   
 
EMILY: Especially considering – it would be interesting to see a book where this cliché is turned 
on it’s head a little bit where the person, the trusted figure, then becomes someone you can’t 
trust. Of course that would be traumatizing again and you never want your characters to be 
traumatized, but that would be, I don’t know, an interesting exploration of the trope 
 
SALLY: Yeah  
 
EMILY:  Because of course Loial sticks by Rand through everything  
 
SALLY: Thick and thin  
 
EMILY: I know. Loial is –  
 
SALLY: Loyal  
 
EMILY: – Rand’s sweetest, goodest friend. Is loyal. Yeah, duh. His name  
 
SALLY: Loial is loyal  



 
EMILY: This is also where Rand first hears the phrase ta’veren. Hoo hoo hoo. Sally’s wiggling 
her eyebrows  
 
SALLY: Very sensually  
 
EMILY: This is Loial’s one word response to this entire story. He’s like  
 
BOTH: “Ta’veren.”  
 
EMILY: “Aww, I’ve got you.” 
 
SALLY: “Mmm, aren’t you cute.” 
 
EMILY: “That’s what you’re trying to tell me.” And Rand’s like, “Beg pardon?” And Loial’s 
like [laughs], “I listened in school.” It’s a lot like Thor’s throwaway comment about taking Groot 
as an elective on Asgard  
 
SALLY: Yeah [laughs] 
 
EMILY: [laughs] 
 
SALLY: I know what this is  
 
EMILY: I know what this means. And he tells Rand, “Oh, you’re not just in the pattern. You’re 
shaping the pattern, basically. Your thread glows a little brighter than everyone else’s. It’s an 
essential part of the weaving. And you can’t change it until the pattern itself changes.” So for all 
we know, this will go on forever  
 
SALLY: [sings the victory song from Final Fantasy. Who knows why] 
 
EMILY: You’re whole life you’ll be significant. Which is a terrifying thought  
 
SALLY: It is a terrifying thought. The idea of being ta’veren is very frightening  
 
EMILY: I know, and Rand takes it pretty well. Mostly because he’s in denial  
 
SALLY: He’s like, “Not me, dog.” 
 
EMILY: I mean, yeah Loial throws out Hawkwing and Lews Therin as examples and Rand’s 
like, “I’m a shepherd not Artur Hawkwing so sounds fake.” 
 
SALLY: “Sounds fake but okay.” 
 
EMILY: And Lan – Lan PFFT  
 



SALLY: ha! 
 
EMILY: And Loial’s like, “Nope. You’re ta’veren. Official diagnosis.” And then he’s like, “I 
wanna travel with you. I wanna study you.” 
 
SALLY: He’s so funny  
 
EMILY: “Like a science experiment.” 
 
SALLY: He’s so funny  
 
EMILY: I know. God bless him. And Rand’s like, “I don’t think that’s a good idea.” And Loial’s 
like, “Okay, well at least come play chess with me.”  
 
SALLY:  I know. It’s so sad. Rand’s like, “You’re too weird looking. You can’t come outside 
with me.” 
 
EMILY: Ohh. I know that’s actually so sad  
 
SALLY: And Loial’s like, “Okay, but will you come and talk to me. I’m a lonely baby.” 
 
EMILY: He really is. They both need intellectual stimulation so  
 
SALLY: I know, and that’s what’s so interesting about Rand as a character. He needs to be 
intellectually stimulated whereas Perrin is just off… 
 
EMILY: …Nobody knows what Perrin’s doing  
 
SALLY: Not saying that he has to – people can be interesting without being super, hyper 
intellectual  
 
EMILY: Yeah, Perrin doesn’t do a lot of intellectual activities  
 
SALLY: He’s just not an intellectual character  
 
EMILY: Mat is like  
 
SALLY: [laughs] Mat is pure intellect and pure instinct  
 
EMILY: Yeah [laughs] 
 
SALLY: [laughs] One part intellect, one part instinct  
 
EMILY: Mat is like a badger  
 
SALLY: Mat is a badger  



 
EMILY: That’s what I’m saying. He’s just…twitchy  
 
SALLY: Cringing  
 
EMILY: Fucking twitching animal  
 
SALLY: What a weirdo  
 
EMILY: Rand, of all his love interests, it’s really interesting to me that his relationship with Min 
– one of her most endearing qualities later in the series is that she starts studying his prophecies 
too, and she gets really into a bunch of the books that are like – they have a couple of scientists 
friends from when Rand starts the schools in Cairhien and Caemlyn, which I think you’re about 
to get into in book six, but 
 
SALLY: [whispers] if I ever fucking start it  
 
EMILY: What? That’s okay. I mean…it’s hard  
 
SALLY: The prologue is 73 pages and I can’t  
 
EMILY: [sing song] Oh my good  
 
SALLY: OKAY. Min reads her boyfriends’ books because that’s cute  
 
EMILY: I know. Well it’s just that she’s looking for ways to interpret his narrative and reassure 
him, and whatever. Other than that I hate their relationship so. Too bad 
 
SALLY: Interesting  
 
EMILY: Yeah wait  
 
SALLY: Min is becoming more annoying to me the further we get into the series  
 
EMILY: SHE DOES THAT  
 
SALLY: It’s really disappointing because she starts out so fun  
 
EMILY: She just becomes a trope  
 
SALLY: She becomes a stupid Not Like the Other Girls nonsense  
 
EMILY: Yeah. No. Really. Really  
 
SALLY: She’s like, “I wear trousers. I’m not like the other girls.” 
 



EMILY: Wait until she starts influencing fashion  
 
SALLY: … 
 
EMILY: I’m gonna, I’m gonna  
 
SALLY: Because she wears pants? 
 
EMILY: Yessss 
 
SALLY: That would be fun if it was anybody who didn’t hate women 
 
EMILY: Yeah. But she doesn’t just wear pants, she wears lacy pants. She’s like, “Okay. I want 
to seduce Rand, so I’m not just gonna wear my usual stuff, I’m gonna make it feminine?” 
 
SALLY: [basically laughing] So she wears tight pants? 
 
EMILY: So she starts wearing real tight pants  
 
SALLY: [laughs, snorts] 
 
EMILY: And, like, coats with embroidery, and, like, high heeled boots  
 
SALLY: OH my hell  
 
EMILY: And then that catches on with all the noble ladies 
 
SALLY: Well I bet they look better in it than she does  
 
EMILY: Yeah I bet they all look great, but it’s also like stop changing yourself for men  
 
SALLY: Yeah  
 
EMILY: And making that an acceptable part of a narrative. The end  
 
SALLY:  The end. Period. Cool beans. I don’t like that  
 
EMILY: Be like Tuon and just be, like, unambiguously the queen. Make your man change for 
you. Literally change his name  
 
SALLY: [laughs] 
 
EMILY: [laughs] She does that to him. Just kidding I think she still calls him Mat   
 
SALLY: I don’t like narratives about changing people’s names  
 



EMILY: Yeah, it’s actually – I have yet to. That might be in the last book. Sorry spoiler  
 
SALLY: Well. How will I live? 
 
EMILY: It’s a throwaway Book 14 spoiler. Anyway, we we’re going to get up to seeing Logain, 
but we’re not going to edit too much of that out, so  
 
SALLY: Logain! 
 
EMILY: [mumbles] 
 
SALLY: We’ll do it next time. It’s an interesting series – it’s an interesting chapter  
 
EMILY: Yeah these are interesting little transition chapters between big events where you just 
meet a few little side characters, establish some worldbuilding stuff  
 
SALLY: Poor Mat  
 
EMILY: Let Rand catch his breath while Mat spirals [laughs] 
 
SALLY: It’s really sad 
 
EMILY: I know it really is sad 
 
SALLY: And every – we can talk more about this next time, but when Rand just, like, leaves 
Mat to go see Logain  
 
EMILY: Mat’s like – I mean Rand’s like, “I’m just gonna go to the parade real quick.” And 
Mat’s like, “Okay.” And Rand’s like, “You sure you don’t wanna come?” And Mat’s like, “No 
I’m going to stay here literally dying.” 
 
SALLY: Yeah and Rand’s like, “Okaaay!” 
 
EMILY: “Fine.” 
 
SALLY: “Bye. I’m going to go see Logain. Or whatever.” Loser. 
  
EMILY: Yeah next chapter will pick up with Rand goes to see Logain.  He’s going to have a 
little run in with, what’s his name, Padan? 
 
SALLY: Oh yeah. The beggar. Padan Fain 
 
EMILY: Padan Fain. Why couldn’t I remember his surname? Oh wait, because there’s so many 
god damn names in Wheel of Time. He’s going to have a run in with Padan Fain, who he does not 
recognize as Padan Fain, but he’s been sort of dogging their footsteps since Whitebridge. And 
then he’ll meet the royal family. I don’t know if we’ll get into the meeting of the royal family so 



much as just do our little history lesson, because Andor’s history recently has been real 
compicalted. And it’s just, like, important to know that shit unfortunately, because Elayne’s 
going to deal with, oh what’s the word? 
 
SALLY: Ascension 
 
EMILY: Ascension I guess is the closest word, yeah. Elayne’s going to be doing some political 
stuff in Andor  
 
SALLY: The real game of thrones  
 
EMILY: And boring it is, as the real game of thrones would be  
 
SALLY:  The real game of thrones you mean [whispers] English history?  
 
EMILY: Yeah, no literally  
 
SALLY: [laughs] 
 
EMILY: I’m gonna talk about how the history of Caemlyn is just the War of the Roses. Nice try, 
Robert  
 
SALLY: So is Game of Thrones! 
  
EMILY: I know. Nice try George R.R. Martin and Robert Jordan! I see through you!  
 
SALLY: We all took world history  
 
EMILY: Okay but anyway. That’s next week. For this week, we’re done  
 
SALLY: Yeah! 
 
EMILY: At a reasonably  
 
SALLY: Yeah we’re both sleepy  
 
EMILY: Timed episode for once. Get it in under 45 minutes  
 
SALLY: Yeah, it’s because I didn’t  
 
EMILY: I feel like we’ve been not doing this for forever because we recorded twice in one week 
 
SALLY: Yeah  
 
EMILY: A couple of weeks ago 
 



SALLY: Which was weird  
 
EMILY: Last week I guess. Two weeks ago? 
 
SALLY: Two weeks ago 
 
EMILY: I can’t remember anything. Tomorrow we have to watch Outlander and that’s all I’m 
thinking about  
 
SALLY: Emily just cringed very visibly  
 
EMILY: Full body. Ugh I hate it 
 
SALLY: But we’re gonna watch it, because some lovely people have donated to our Patreon to 
help is in our valiant effort to get new microphones, and those people are so kind and so 
awesome  
 
EMILY: And you should donate, too! For a dollar a month you can listen to our blooper reel, I 
think I’m probably going to post our latest one next week 
 
SALLY: Amazing  
 
EMILY: You can read my blog. My most recent post was all about Egwene, and how I love her  
 
SALLY: She’s a legend  
 
EMILY: Yeah she totally is. So look us up on social…we’re really trailing off here  
 
SALLY: And for $3 a month you can watch the infamous Outlander – listen to the infamous 
Outlander podcast that we make. And it’s [laughs] wild, but we do it for you. Not for us. It 
makes us suffer  
 
EMILY: Definitely not for us  
 
SALLY: [laughs] 
 
EMILY: Oh boy. Oh boy. I hate those Scottish bastards  
 
SALLY: [laughs] 
 
EMILY: [laughs] Not all the Scottish for the record  
 
SALLY: [laughs] 
 
EMILY: Just the ones in Outlander  
 



SALLY: Those Scottish bastards  
 
EMILY: I feel like bastard is an underrated swear word 
 
SALLY: I love the word bastard  
 
EMILY: If Edward Elric can say it then I can say it 
 
SALLY: You bastard! 
 
EMILY: You bastard!! Okay, sign us off 
 
SALLY: [whispers] I don’t have a sign off prepared this week  
 
EMILY: What? Come up with one 
 
SALLY: No I’m gonna come up with one you just need to give me…a moment. This is that 
funny, and I think you already heard me tell this story, it’s just so burned into my brain. We had 
a big event, THE big event at my work on Wednesday and I was, you know, stressed and manic 
and zhooshing and talking to people and trying to bounce around and have a lot of energy even 
though it was 11pm at night  
 
EMILY: God  
 
SALLY: So this lady, bit intoxicated [laughs], was waiting for her friend to, also very 
intoxicated, to get her coat, so I was trying to not have it be weird me and these two drunk old 
white ladies, so I was like, “Oh, I really love your scarf.” She had this pretty scarf. And she took 
it off and draped it over the desk in front of me and was, “It’s hand embroidered.” And I was 
like, “Oh that’s cool,” and she was like [faux posh accent], “It took an entire village in India an 
entire week to make it.” 
 
EMILY: What?  
 
SALLY: [laughs] And I was like, “Ooookay.” And me and my coworker were sitting there just 
like…like I think she died inside. She just like left her body  
 
EMILY: Oh my gooood. Nooo 
 
SALLY: Yeah and I was like, “This is the whitest shit I’ve ever heard in my entire life.” 
 
EMILY: [faux posh voice] “It took a village in India an entire year to make.” 
 
SALLY: An entire week  
 
EMILY: [posh voice] “An entire week to make.” 
 



SALLY: And I was like, “Did it?” 
 
EMILY: [drunken mumbling] “Took an entire week.” Shut up! White people shut up! I mean I 
can’t say that we’re a podcast of two white people  
 
SALLY: We are two white people talking a lot, but it was the bougiest thing I ever heard  
 
EMILY: MY GOD. Down with the bourgeoisie  
 
SALLY: Down with the bourgeoisie. Again, Wheel of Time is a communist manifesto  
 
EMILY: Aaand ending [laughs] 
 
 


